


Introduction

Our role is that of supporting Northern Friends and ‘our fellow 
citizens’ in undertaking peace action ‘in all its height and 
breadth’. 2015 was  a year of many encounters with Friends and 
with others, sharing inspiration and information, Friendship, 
concern, questions, hopes and ideas. 

The wider context has been one of pressure on communities, of 
global tensions and violent conflict. We have been only too 
aware the devastating cost of the fighting in the Middle East, and
Syria in particular, and the suffering of those seeking refuge in 
our continent. Military responses to global pressures are 
wasteful, harmful and highly political – and in this context, the 
possible renewal of Trident nuclear weapons is of major concern.
None of us have easy answers but we do have a commitment to 
explore and promote thought and action, with positive 
approaches being rooted in the recognition that peace, justice 
and sustainability are just some of the interconnected threads 
that are needed to weave the fabric of peace.  

Thank you to all those who have contributed, been alongside and
inspired us in our work. The following report gives just a flavour 
of our activities during the past year; work which is the 
continuation of a long strand of Quaker active concern that 
draws on the past, faces the present and anticipates a better 
future.

Front cover photograph: view from the NFPB office in Bolton, with 
construction work of 'The Light' cinema



NFPB members’ meetings

NFPB members meeting in Perth, September 2015

Representatives from all Northern Area Meetings served on the 
Board during 2015, with some further Friends appointed by co-
option.  Friends met on four occasions, at each meeting being 
joined by Friends and Attenders from the locality in which we 
gathered.  We are very grateful for the warmth of the welcome 
that we received throughout the year.  Our meetings were held 
in Leeds, Perth, Glasgow and Lancaster.  
Speakers included:

 Mashuda Shaikh, who had worked with us in our work on
Building Peace in Diverse Britain, and whose talked many 
Friends found hugely inspiring

 Mairi Campbell-Jack, the then newly appointed 
Parliamentary Engagement Office for the Friends in 
Scotland

 Brian Larkin of the Edinburgh Peace and Justice Centre
 Tim Nicholls on the theme of ‘Not in Our Name’



Friends also considered a number of issues in relation to the 
Ammerdown Invitation document ‘Security for the future; in 
search of a new vision’; different aspects of political engagement 
during the General Election year; militarism and young people 
and nuclear weapons and disarmament. 

We reflected on the sources and nature of our inspiration for 
peace work and shared information and news of peace actions 
across the North.  The latter included reports of many Friends’ 
activities to welcome and support refugees and asylum seekers, 
continuing work to promote awareness of the situation facing 
Friends and others concerned for peace during the first world 
war, as well as interfaith and ecumenical collaborations.  We also 
took some time out of our Meeting when we met in Leeds for a 
short act of public witness expressing our concern about the 
possible renewal of Trident, and on two occasions were able to 
follow our Board meetings in Scotland with Members joining 
Scottish Friends for a meeting for worship at the gates of Faslane.

NFPB members witness in Leeds, March 2015



Networking, support and communications

Between our members’ meetings we seek to support Friends 
through sharing and distributing information, via mailings to our 
members and Meetings, via our website and social media, as 
well as visits and attending conference and events.  In 2015 the 
Coordinator visited North Scotland Area Meeting and attended 
the Solas festival near Perth. At the festival he contributed to a 
panel discussion on pacifism in the ecumenical peace tent.  

We were represented at QPSW conferences at Swanwick and 
(with QCEA) in Brussels, as well as at the FWCC Europe and 
Middle East Peace and Service Consultation Consultation, also in 
Brussels. It has felt particularly important to be engaging with 
Friends from other parts of Europe, with uncertainty regarding 
Britain’s future in the EU, concerns about terrorism in Paris and 
Brussels and pressures and concerns regarding refugees seeking 
sanctuary in the continent.  The Coordinator also took part in a 
panel discussion at an event on Human Rights, organised by 
Pickering and Hull Area Meeting. We had stalls at the Peace 
History conference and at the No Glory day-school, both in 
Manchester.

Our Coordinator facilitated a weekend workshop for Friends 
from South Manchester Local Meeting, at Glenthorne on the 
theme of Sowing the Seeds of Peace in a Violent World. We 
developed proposal for small regional informal NFPB gatherings 
and promoted these amongst Friends.  
(see http://www.nfpb.org.uk/regional-peace-gatherings )

We supported the large regional gathering on a ‘Threats to 
Peace’, for Friends in  the North West / North Wales region and 
another gathering for Friends in Westmorland.  We responded to
numerous enquiries, giving advice, encouragement and 



information to Friends and others. Our posters, postcards and 
tea-towels continued to sell well, the latter being reprinted 
towards the end of the year.

Building Peace in Diverse Britain

Young people's conference, April 2015

As a concluding event for this phase of our activity on this 
concern, we organised a second day-conference for young 
people on the theme of Young People, Peace and Community. 
Fifty young people, some of whom had attended the previous 
year’s conference, participated in a day of workshops and 
discussion.  We were particularly heartened by the energy and 
commitment shown by these teenagers from Lancashire and 
West Yorkshire. 

We reviewed this work as whole, with input from our members 
and from others who had been involved with the work and 
produced a report of the project, which is available on request 
from the NFPB Office and to download via our website. NFPB 



members expressed a strong hope that this work could continue 
in some form.  

Project group members Mashuda Shaikh and Keith Hargreaves 
contributed to the Quaker Committee on Christian and Interfaith 
Relationships conference on Interfaith Peace-building, drawing 
on what we had learned during the project and from their own 
experiences. 

Sustainable Security

Our working group produced a simple leaflet with key questions 
around the linked issues of peace, sustainability and equality in 
advance of the General Election, encouraging Friends to use 
these as a basis for engaging with candidates. We also ran a one-
day workshop on similar themes.  We were pleased to maintain 
links via international Skype calls with Friends working on these 
linked concerns in other parts of the world. We made progress in
setting out aims and objectives for a conference on engaging 
with the media on these issues, which we hoped would take 
place in early 2016.  We collaborated with the Network of 
Christian Peace Organisation in producing a pre-election briefing 
on these and related issues.

Challenging Militarism
We continued our collaboration with other peace organisations 
in promoting awareness of and encouraging action in relation to, 
the Global Day of Action on Military Spending, in 2015 designing 
and producing the leaflet to promote the event.
We wrote to the UK government on two occasions, concerning 
possible military intervention in Ukraine and Syria.  NFPB 



members took an active role Scrap Trident actions in Scotland 
and attended Meetings for Worship at Faslane and at the bases 
at Menwith Hill and Fylingdales, both in North Yorkshire.  

We contributed to a discussion and workshops on Trident and 
Quaker concern at the gathering of Young Friends General 
Meeting in York.  We raised awareness of the video, ‘The Unseen
March’, produced by QPSW, raising issues of the encroachment 
on militarism into education.

During its residential meeting at Swarthmoor Hall in October (see
below), our Executive committee had an evening's discussion 
with members of Swarthmoor Local Meeting. We reflected on 
responses and possible Quaker witness in relation to the nearby 
Barrow shipyards, at which successor submarines for the Trident 
programme would be built.  Board members agreed to continue 
to explore this further, recognising the challenge of balancing 
concerns for peace and disarmament with those for social justice
and sustainable employment.

Trustees' review

Our trustees (the Executive Committee) spent an extra day for 
their autumn meeting, reflecting on their particular 
responsibilities and on the nature and direction of the work of 
NFPB in the future. Assisted by an outside facilitator, they 
considered our distinctive Northern Quaker voice, the value of 
building and sustaining the active community, and the skills and 
resources needed to do this.  It was a time for reaffirming 
commitment to the work, whilst being realistic about the 
challenges as well as the opportunities for creative peace work in
the future.



Receipts and Payments Account 
for the year ended 31 December 2015

     Total Funds 2015 Total Funds 2014
     £ £

Receipts
Donations 31,720 41,133
Legacies - 5,000
Grants

Friends' Trusts 550 605
Westcroft Trust 4,500 4,500

Total grants 5,050 5,105

Receipts from other 
 charitable activities

Workshop fees and sales 419 1,221
Commission 605 841
Reimbursements - 450

Total receipts from charitable 
activities 1,024 2,512

Income from investments 10,406 6,414
Total Receipts 48,200 60,164

Payments
Charitable activities

Staff costs 47,891 43,299
Premises 2,100 2,778
Publications produced 979 794
Publicity 120 232
Office costs 4,110 4,750
Meetings & Events 1,184 1,305
Travel & accommodation 3,918 3,304
Professional fees 24 2,305

Total charitable activities 60,326 58,542

Governance Costs 1,302 1,527
Total Payments 61,628 60,069

Surplus /(deficit) (13,428) 95



Statement of balance as at 31 December 2015

Unrestricted
Funds

Restricted
funds

Total
funds
2015

Total funds
2014

Cash Funds

   Bank and cash balances at start of 
   year 51,575 3,444 55,019 54,924

   Surplus / (deficit) shown
   on receipts & payments account (11,389) (2,039)

(13,
428) 95

    Bank and cash balances at end 
    of year

40,186 1,405 41,591 55,019

Investments Fund Market 
valuation 

2015

2014 

   Investment portfolio Unrestricted 204,602 206,210

Other assets Fund 2015 2014

   Other debtors Unrestricted - 2,239

   Stock of goods for resale Unrestricted 3,072 1,837

   Computer and office equipment Unrestricted 1,228 1,228

   Total other assets 4,300 5,304

Liabilities Fund 2015 2014

   Taxes payable Unrestricted - 568

   Other creditors Unrestricted - 1,098

   Total Liabilities - 1,666

Contingent liability Fund 2015 2014

   Pension scheme withdrawal debt Unrestricted 117,050 105,275



Financial Review
We have moved this year to Receipts and Payments accounts (as shown on 
pages 9 and 10) which will be simpler to produce and should result in a cost-
saving.

Our income from individual donations and financial contributions for Local and 
Area Quaker Meetings  were at a lower level during the year.   Our investments 
again performed well, generating an income of £8,000 (shown as £10,000 in 
financial statement due to late receipt of payment from previous year.) with an 
additional £397 from building society interest. 

Increased pension contributions continue to be required – a total of £7784 was 
paid in 2015 towards the deficit alone. These have a significant effect on our 
funds and have also contributed to a shortfall at the end of the year.    

We agreed to increase the guideline figure for contributions from Northern 
Quaker Area Meetings for the coming year, to enhance our fundraising capacity 
via online donations, and to continue to seek additional funds from grant-giving
bodies. 

Members during 2015
Name      Area Meting / Quaker 
        body represented
Chris Butler Brighouse West Yorks
Jane Woods Brighouse West Yorks 

(dep)
Suzanne Wilson Central Yorkshire  
Ann Bettys Co-opted
Robin Bowles Co-opted / Co-Clerk
Mary Alice Mansell  Co-opted
Caroline Westgate  Co-opted
Janet Fenton Co-opted
Robert Keeble Co-opted
Jette Howard Craven and Keighley  

Clerk to Executive
Jo Alberti Cumberland
Christopher Bagley  East Cheshire 
Phoebe Spence East Cheshire (dep) 

Treasurer

Jill Tuttton East Scotland
Ed Bruce Hardshaw and Mann
Mary Bradbury Honorary Member
Barbara Tonge Kendal & Sedbergh
Ann Le Mare Kendal & Sebergh

(dep)
Paul Crossley Lancashire Central & 

North
Keith Hargreaves Lancashire Central & 

North
Fiona Spacey Leeds
Graham Lewinton   Lincolnshire
Steven Waling Manchester & 

Warrington (and
Admin Assistant)



Clare Wakefield Manchester & 
Warrington  (dep)

Juli Salt North Scotland
Donald Saunders North Wales
David Mellor North Wales (dep)
Philip Latham Northumbria 

Assistant Treasurer
Matthew Guest Northumbria
Lyn Pardo Notts &Derbys
Barry Mills Pendle Hill
Michelle Waite Pendle Hill (dep)
Sylvie Barrett Pickering and Hull
Rod Heath Pickering and Hull
Sam Walton Quaker Peace & 

Social Witness
Sue Beardon Sheffield & Balby
Alan Robinson Sheffield & Balby (dep)
Alan Frith South East Scotland

Jane Lewis South East  Scotland 
(until July)

Jocelyn Gaskell Swarthmoor 
Don Hay Swarthmoor (dep)
Leti Hawthorn Teesdale & Cleveland
Philip Gill            Teesdale & Cleveland 

(dep)
Jennie White Wensleydale & 

Swaledale
Douglas Shaw West Scotland
Alison Challen Wirral and Chester
Shirley Johnson  Wirral and Chester 

(dep)
Kurt Strauss York
Laurence Hall Young Friends 

General Meeting
Corresponding members
Tim Carlisle, Brenda Rigby, Maria 
Brown, Bobby Locke, Jo Valentine

Northern Friends Peace Board
Victoria Hall, Knowsley Street   Bolton BL1 2AS

http://nfpb.org.uk    nfpb@gn.apc.org   01204 382330

Thank you to all those who have supported us during the year -
financially and in many other ways.   

Contact us at the address above if you want to know more or if
you wish to make a donation towards our work.  Further

information about ways in which you can do this are available at:
http://nfpb.org.uk/about/supporting-us-financially

Charity: SC 024632


